BULLETIN 


OF THE 


Northeastern Bird-Banding Association 


Vol. July 1926 No. 


NIGHTHAWK, No. 17691 


See page 


Vi i 


Boston, MAss. 


Mass 


Mass 
Dr. May, Mass. 
Vermont 
Mel. 
Ronit W. Turrs, Nova Scotia 
Dr. Winsor Mass. 


ALLEN 
Winsor 


Subscriptions the Bulletin are offered one dollar and 
eents per Vear. Address Charles B. Flovd, Treasurer, N E B. RB \ 


Qe South Street, Boston, Ninss 


Editors 


BULLETIN 


THE 


NORTHEASTERN BIRD-BANDING ASSOCIATION 


NIGHTHAWK STUDY 
ALFRED GROSS 


Nighthawk (Chordeiles virginianus) because its 
piercing calls, its striking courtship performances and the 
extraordinary evolutions its flight, especially during the 
twilight hours, attracts many observers, even persons who 
ordinarily pay special attention birds. bird striking 
destined play important role our experiences with 
nature, and few birds offer more interesting material for life 
history study and such unusual opportunities for photography 
and bird banding. 

June 1921 nest the Nighthawk was discovered 
one the members the Junior Audubon Society when 
climbed the roof the Brunswick High School recover 
lost ball. This nest was convenient that served 
object intensive study for the remainder thatsummer. 
first the bird was shy and invariably left the nest when 
approached within few yards her, but after few days 
intimate association she became accustomed our presence 
and less than week she allowed touch her plumage 
without exhibiting the least fear resistance. With the 
assistance the members the Bowdoin College ornithology 
class, this bird was kept under almost continuous observation, 
and certain days, throughout the day and night. soon 
found, however, that the most interesting period the day 
was the time preceding sunrise and the twilight hours following 
sunset. was these times that the birds were most active. 
The marvelous performances the male, his attentions his 
mate and her response, well the innumerable .details 
which made the home life this pair birds, are among 
most memorable ornithological experiences. The cover 
picture this number the Bulletin shows the female she 
sat her eggs the gravelled roof, 

During the first summer the female assumed the 
arduous duties incubation and care the young, while the 
indifferent male made himself comfortable large hori- 
zontal limb, the cool shade giant elm tree which stands 


} 
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near the school-house. Though Maine well known for its 
cool climate, there were certain hot days when the heat the 
gravel roof was very severe. such times the female panted 
nearly exhausted, but she always remained true and 
faithful her task. June 24th she was rewarded 
littie downy chick which hatched late the afternoon, and 
the following morning she was the proud mother two. From 
this time our interest the life these birds 
was more than doubled, and hours passed like minutes 
watched the little family from our concealed position inside 
the ventilator shaft. All went well until July 5th when Bruns- 
wick experienced one the hottest days the year. The 
temperature was slightly less than 100 the shade, but the 
gravel roof where all the heat was absorbed, the mercury 
rose 140° The heat was great that the tar melted and 
oozed out between the pebbles. was too much for one 
the little birds, which found lying dead the hot pebbles 
near the center the roof. The mother was resting the 
gravel the shadow the roof wall, but she was not brooding 
the other young. For few minutes was very anxious, but 
search revealed that the fellow had crawled into 
narrow space between soil pipe and the brick once 
soaked large school sponge with cold water and placed near 
the gasping youngster. shower came during the night, and 
the following days were comparatively cool. The remaining 
chick completely revived and became one most intimate 
companions. became part his life, which believe was 
second only that the parent birds. Indeed sometimes 
felt part almost equal that the mother. After the 
youngster had grown nearly large the adult bird, the 
mother had great difficulties brooding him. One evening 
when was rather cool, the youngster uttered plaintive chirps 
discomfort when the mother left the nest secure food. 
covered and brooded him with heavy woolen felt bag 
which carried note-books. seemed like this at- 
tention very much, but soon the mother appeared the 
roof responded her call for supper. The mother then 
seemed attempt brood him, but her apparent surprise 
the little fellow returned the woolen bag, which him was 
more practicable than the inadequate wing his mother. 
grew older, soon learned capture insects for himself. 
One evening was having joyful time capturing white 
moths which were flying about roof drain. was actively 
darting about, and every now and then was successful his 


re 


attempts get one the insects. sat enjoying this 
performance, chanced pull handkerchief from pocket. 
This excited the inexperienced youngster very much, and 
flew toward hand, evidently effort secure what 
seemed giant moth. 

the end four weeks, the young bird was making flights 
from the roof, and thought every day would the last one. 
The mother bird also encouraged his leaving, was evident 
the way she lured him with tempting food. Just she 
seemed about deliver tempting morsel, she would back off 
fly short distance, and after several repetitions would fly 
away with the little fellow following closely after her. But 
invariably returned, and often, was standing the roof, 
chanced with me. were there continuously that 
were part the environment and the bird’s daily ex- 
verience. exhibited more fear than did the 
roof chimney. This young bird continued return the 
roof until was days old. this age had assumed its 
full growth and the curves which were plotted from the daily 
measurements became straight lines after about the 42nd day. 
the evening August 18th, there was great commotion 
among the Nighthawks Brunswick. little Nighthawk 
also seemed very excited, frequently left the roof join 
the forty more birds which were calling loudly and flying 
about aimless confusion. 

The next day all were gone, even little friend whose life 
had closely followed for fifty-five days. was evident 
that the Nighthawks had left for the southland. Our only 
consolation was the hope that they would return the next year. 
The two adults birds and the youngster took with them the 
aluminum bands identification (adult 17691; adult 
17716, young 17696). 

May 15th the following year (1922), when the Night- 
hawks returned, were all tense with anticipation. Was our 
Nighthawk among those flying high over the village? 
watched the details the courtship performance, and June 
3rd the first egg was laid the same High School roof. 
the following day there were two eggs, and incubation was 
started once. then ventured approach the nesting 
bird, and much our surprise the female bird brooding the 
eggs permitted touch her and examine her eggs with- 
out the long preliminary introduction required the year before. 
The aluminum band, Number 17,691, indicated once 
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that was our old friend. Later the season the male was 
trapped, but was without course possible 
the band had been lost, but after intimate study were 
was another individual. The male the first 
summer, already intimated, took part the tasks 
raising the young, and never far could determine did 
offer feed them. But the first food delivered the 
young the second summer was brought the male, and 
continued give the young great attention. this episode 
had taken place human life, would prone think that 
the wife had good reason her first husband. 

The same female Nighthawk returned 1923 and again 
1924, making record nesting for four seasons the same 
interesting speculate the long journeys this 
bird made her winter home South America, hazardous 
flight thousands miles, and then returning the same 
little Maine Village nest the same roof for four, and 
possibly several years before began make records her 
never recovered any the other banded birds 
because since the first summer the time spent Brunswick 
not sufficient trap the other year June 
(1925), trapped female which had nested the roof 
the High School, but was unbanded bird. bird may 
have gone elsewhere nest, but inclined believe that 
she has been lost somewhere that long journey from 
her winter home. 

those who have the opportunity, Nighthawks offer 
excellent material for banding operations, and the author hopes 
that his experience may repeated and enlarged others. 
more comprehensive article, including all the details 
the life history study the Nighthawk, published 
another journal. 


TREE SPARROW MIGRATION: COMPARISON 
RICHARD HORSEY 


REMARKABLE parallel seen between the experience 
Mr. Wendell Smith Wells River, Vermont, with the 
Tree Sparrow monticola) and mine Rochester, 
New York, with the same species. This 
tends uphold his contention that his “migration 


appear too consistent year after year accidental,” 
noted this Bulletin for April, 1926. 

station Rochester, New York, situated seven miles 
south Lake Ontario the southern slope the Pinnacle 
Range hills, the edge Highland Park. bird life 
Highland Park typical the Alleghanian faunal area the 
transition zone. The surrounding lowlands, however, receive 
aslight admixture Carolinian forms, which would greatly 
augmented were not for the barrier highlands extending 
across the state south this low plain bordering Lake 
Ontario. 

Mr. Smith states that his station near the tip narrow 
tongue the transition zone which extends the Connecticut 
Valley Vermont and lies about seventy miles south the 
international boundary. 

Tree Sparrows appear near both stations late October, and 
agree with his suggestion that these first arrivals appear 
birds passage, although unable fix definitely the 
departure dates for these passing birds has done. They 
not visit traps until the winter residents arrive, but 
have obtained the dates arrival this species the vicinity 
Rochester from the Park Department Bird Chart compiled 
Mr. Wm. Edson and myself. 

The tabulation below combination the reports from 
the two stations: 


First arrivals. arrivals. arrivals 


(Winter residents (Winter residents 
1921 Oct. winter residents 


the spring number birds passage are banded 
both places and the same difficulty experienced separating 
winter residents from passing birds, but the last appearing 
dates each are given nearly possible. 
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River, VERMONT NEw 
Winter residents Spring arrivals Winter residents Spring arrivals 
(Last Repeat) (Last seen) (Last repeat) (Last seen) 
1923 April April April April 
1924 April April April April 
1925 March April April April 


Mr. Smith suggests facts tend support the theory 
that migration those individuals occupying the southern 
part the breeding range migrate the more southern part 
the winter range, and that those individuals nesting the 
northern part the breeding range migrate the northern 
part the winter This problem, however, can 
solved only cooperation banding stations north and 
south us, and until large amount data obtained 
banding observation this will remain interesting theory, 
which sincerely hope will supported facts. 

The return records both stations are nearly identical 
the same period time, proportion returns was less 
than his. may more birds passage were marked 

For comparison the return records from both places are 
given below: 


Winter Seasons, Wells River, Vermont, 1922-23 Jan. 29, 1926. 


Band No. 1922-2: 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26 

1/26/24 rt. 12/15/25 

13567 2/15/24 rt. 
127134 2/23/25 rt. 12/23/25 


equals banding date 
+ rt. equals returning date. 


Winter Seasons, Rochester, New York 1922-23 March 20, 1926. 


Band No. 1922-23 1923-24 1924-25 1925-26 

65647 12/25/23 rt. 12/29/24 1/10/26 

118523 12/16/23 3/20/26 
118524 12/16/23 6/25 

118526 12/18/23 rt. 12/26/24 

118527 12/23/23 rt. 8/25 2/14/26 
118528 12/23/23 rt. 1/25 12/20/25 
118532 12/25/23 12/25/24 

142386 1/16/25 rt. 12/ 3/25 
142390 1/19/25 rt. 12/ 1/25 
142401 5/25 1/12/26 


The similarity will seen the following, although Mr. 
Smith may have few returns after Jan. 29, 1926 that are not 
recorded 

Returned once, Wells River and Rochester; one 
three times both places; and two Wells River with three 
Rochester coming back twice, the total being returning 
birds each 

The conditions governing migration appear differ greatly 
the two stations. Wells River, Vermont, river valley 
which would expected the course followed. 
New York, except for the Pinnacle range hills plain with 
the broad waters Lake Ontario the north with nothing 
apparently confine migration given route from the 
north. The Genesee River runs through 
several miles south and would seem have little influence 
migration routes northern breeding species. Therefore, 
the results described must characteristic the species and 
not due local conditions. One fact least proven 
these return records. That is, the same individual birds 
often occupy the same winter home year after year and under 
normal conditions return with remarkable accuracy local 
restricted feeding area, after annual six months absence. 

That individual breeding birds use the same local nesting 
grounds, season after season, well established and not 
strange that they become attached their breeding haunts. 


| 


Bulletin the 


Through bird banding found that this also true their 
wintering habitat. 

Birds passage, however, seldom stop the same restricted 
trapping areas and not appear use the same feeding 
places enroute year after year they would more often 
retaken. 

This has been experience with other species also that true 
migrants are seldom seen after leaving station. the 
summer winter residents that come back. 

Rochester, New York, June 14, 1926. 


RETURN RATIOS THEIR RELATION ANNUAL 
MORTALITY AMONG BIRDS 


CHARLES WHITTLE AND HELEN WHITTLE 


quite generally agreed among ornithologists that the 
annual bird mortality normally takes place largely among 
those less than year assume the case New 
England species just holding its own that the number birds 
August Ist twice that May Ist, i.e. half adults and half 
birds-of-the-year, and further assume that 20% the young 
and 80% the adults survive until the following year, can 
say this token that the number surviving young just 
the annual loss adults. course these percentages 
are purely fanciful, but they seem useful this time, and 
they are not too far wrong, then banding stations operated 
during the nesting season should expect case the Pur- 
ple Finch (Carpodacus Purpureus), for example, say May 
Ist, return ratio four adults one immature bird (bird 
born the preceding year). 

happens, the proportion birds-of-the-year among 
our returns this species Peterboro, New Hampshire, for 
two years approximates this assumed ratioof four adults one 
bird-of-the-year. the case third year’s records (to June 
5th) the ratio nine adults one bird-of-the-year. The 
figures are: returns 1924, 25, which seven were young 
birds when banded; 1925, 64, which were young when 
banded; returns 1926, 44, which were young when 
banded. 

account the fact that our banding station Cohasset, 
Massachusetts, operated all the year round, Purple Finches 


‘ 


being banded every this species, which are 
admixture returning nesting birds and returning winter- 
ing birds, are only part comparable with those already given 
for Peterboro. However, since 1925 yielded practically all the 
birds-of-the-year (33 number) banded Cohasset, the 
return records for 1926 (for birds arriving just before during 
the nesting season) furnish parallel those Peterboro, and 
are accordingly added, follows: Total number Purple 
Finches banded 1925, these were birds-of-the- 
year. Between March 16th and June 1926, twenty returns! 
1925 birds were recorded, and these six were young-of-the- 
year when banded, 18.18% the young banded 1925. 
Here again approach the 4-1 ratio—, 20-6. Itshould 
stated that Purple Finches are banded the nest either 
station, all coming traps following the old birds. 

the matter the increasing survival ratio mature over 
the ratio those less mature, the records are great interest 
will seen from the following table which gives the Peter- 
boro station return records the Purple Finch June 
1926: 


PURPLE FINCH RETURNING RATIOS 
1924 June 1926 


Year of No. Returns! Percent Returns? Percent Returns’ Percent 
banding banded 


166 15.06 68.00 10(1926) 58.82 


will noted that ten birds banded 1923, have sur- 
vived until the spring 1926, and have been taken 
returns? and 166 birds banded 1923, were 
returns 1924. these returns 1924, were returns? 
1925, and the returns? 1925, were 1926, 
that is, the percentage returns! 1924, based the total 
number banded 1923, was 15.06, but 68.00% these 1924 
returns! again returned 1925, and 58.82% the 1925 re- 
turns? returned 1926. the case the 242 birds banded 
1924, 64, 26.50%, returned 1925, and these returns! 
35.93% were returns? 1926. Again, the 174 birds banded 
1925, 44, 25.28%, returned 1926. 

not assume that these figures show that all the 
birds banded 1923, which were alive and could have done so, 
reappeared the Peterboro station May June 1924. 
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certainly clear that such not the case, for some birds 
skip year and reappear returns after seeming absence 
two years, even three years, and doubt others for one 
reason another fail come back their places birth 
any time, even though alive. 

should stated that thus far our records have had 
only with that portion the young Purple Finches born each 
year which have escaped annihilation the nest and during, 
say, the first two weeks out the nest, which time they 
begin appear our stations. 

hoped that bird-banding will time help 
establish the survival ratio birds varying age year year 
from the young the average life the individuais making 
particularly the case the percentage young birds which 
survive year, difficult properly pass the question: 
what extent young birds return their place birth 
the next nesting season? good deal has been written 
this subject, the common view being that they not so, 
only negligibly example, there has been some specu- 
lation regarding the young House Wren’s failure return 
the place its nativity, but until more known about this 
species’ average length life and the mortality taking place 
the first among the young birds, seems too early form 
opinion the matter. Before conclusion can safely 
reached should ascertained what percentage the young 
banded the nests (the mortality doubtless much 
greater among birds banded the nest than among those 
sufficiently old come traps) are alive the following nesting 
season and could return. The House Wren prolific breeder 
and yet appears not more than holding its own 
numbers,—a which seems indicate that the 
annual death rate enormous, that the birds are very short 
lived, both. 

premising that August Ist the bird population made 
adults and young birds, the ratio based 
our estims ite the measure seasonal attained 
raising young the species nesting several localities for 
series years. 


Cohasset, Massachusetts 
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BANDING REDPOLLS PATTEN, MAINE 
GRANT 


this winter have watched Redpolls 
linaria) come orchard every winter, where they feed 
tree-lice oyster-shell and during this period 
tried several kinds bait. These efforts resulted capturing 
only two birds, which accidently got out gathering cage 
and accordingly were not banded. 

March 12, 1926, called man living three miles 
from Patten, and approached old deserted barn saw 
him sitting the snow with about hundred Redpolls all 
about him. said, have had the best time for the last 
half hour that ever had. man that would harm one 
those little birds ought get the said that they 
had been al! over him and that one sat his knee for over 
minute. The baiting the birds here happened this man- 
ner: Some one had taken load loose hay out the barn 
and the Redpolls were eating the chaff that the wind had 
scattered about the snow. That night there was scat- 
tered string Redpolls nearly three miles long the road 
along which the hay was hauled barn next house. 
The next day obtained liberal amount hay chaff, got out 
government trap, and before night had six this species 
captured and banded. 

From this date (March banded some every daythat 
weather conditions permitted until got 175, banding the last 
April 24th. April 25th, not bird was seen. 
best work resulted banding twenty-two birds, and 
they were all taken one government could easily 
have least five hundred had had the time. 

All the Redpolls but one possessed bright poppy-red crown 
‘ap. There were several variations the amount red 
the plumage and its distribution. These variations believed 
determined differences age and sex, though failed 
identify the females. 

During their stay with about six weeks, was unable 
although examining repeats note any plumage changes even 
the date their departure for the North body, April 
25th. 

Among the more than five hundred Redpolls wintering about 
station, was not difficult distance ten feet pick 
out occasional Greater Redpolls, which, addition their 
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greater size, appeared browner the sides than their lesser 
ally. 

one occasion Shrike entered the trap and killed four 
the birds. These were sent Mr. Edward Forbush, who, 
with Mr. John Farley, identified them, three the Lesser 
and one the Greater Redpoll (Acanthis rostrata). The 
birds were sexed Mr. James Peters, who reported the 
Greater Redpoll male. The birds were presented 
the Museum Comparative Zoology Cambridge, Massa- 


Patten, Maine 


REVIVAL JUVENAL HABITS 
CHARLES WHITTLE 


banders who concentrate their birds feeding places 
located close their homes have excellent oppor- 
tunity observe certain habits among birds and the same 
time are often able, the case banded birds, determine 
the age and sex the birds having such habits. Knowledge 
this sort may important. have mind the not un- 
familiar habit some birds possess the spring, even before 
mating has taken place, fluttering their wings and begging 
for food exactly the same manner that birds just out the 
nest are accustomed cases where our New England 
birds this, say early April, they are commonly believed 
females, and some cases they doubt are, common 
example being the White-breasted Nuthatch. Accompanying 
this behaviour, case the Purple Finches (Carpodacus 
purpureus), the birds often utter the same double note, 
hunger given while the nest and for short period 
immediately after they it. This recrudescence the 
ways babyhood great interest and significance that 
similar calls are given such times and often 
identical ones, indicating, believe, would expected 
evolutionary grounds, that nesting calls are highly primi- 
tive character. 

The Purple Finch perhaps affords banders the best oppor- 
tunity study these habits, and the same time their re- 
lations the age and sex the birds having them. early 
July, southern New England, young Purple Finches fre- 


quently follow their parents our banding stations. These 
young-of-the-year, all olivaceous birds and precisely alike 
far plumage concerned, are readily recognized such. 
They are constantly begging for food and fluttering their wings. 
and their appeals are often directed the adult male birds. 
Their unsophisticated ways are youthful, and the hand the 
unworn character, their plumage and large tarsi afford posi- 
tive evidence their age. During the following winter, far 
experience goes, behaviour this kind does not take 
place, but late April early May again common 
sight witness olivaceous Purples repeating both the begging 
for food fluttering the wings, and the same time giving 
the nesting-time double hunger note. 

this point all clear enough, but remains 
learned whether this behaviour confined the immature 
females, birds not yet year old, immature males the 
same age, mature females. When possible, banders 
should record the age and sex birds the time banded, and 
thus position answer this question observing their 
behaviour they return year after year, when their ages are 
still known. 

The striking fact that the food-call young birds, even 
members different families often identical, may ob- 
served without difficulty, case point being the identity 
the double note the Purple Finch and that the Scarlet 
Tanager heard early June. Birds making these appeals 
for food, successful securing favorable response, afford 
one the most enjoyable sights the many the bird-lover 
experiences, and cannot forbear recent ample 
the case the latter species. June 3rd female Scarlet 
Tanager (Pyranga erythromelas) was heard giving this call and 
nervously flying about from limb limb with quivering wings. 
After minute two male Tanager, his scarlet plumage 
flashing the sunshine, suddenly appeared the distance 
flying straight towards the female, with large insect grub 
his bill, which generously fed her. They then flew away 
together and were doubtless mates. 
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Upper Picture, Fountain Pull-string Trap 
Lower Picture, Winter Pull-string Trap 
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BIRD BANDING STATONS ROCHESTER, 
RICHARD HORSEY 


photographs show the station where the Tree Sparrow 
records given this number the Bulletin were obtained. 
They are the yard residence Highland Park the 
southern portion Rochester, about seven miles south Lake 
Ontario the southern slope the Pinnacle Range hills. 

Sub-station drop trap over bird bath (see upper 
picture accompanying plate) operation except when buried 
deep snow.* small fountain discharges water into the 
back the bath through the screen the trap. Canary, 
millet and hemp seed with bread crusts are placed around the 
bath under the trap. The overflow water from this bath fol- 
lows channel bath below without trap, seen the 
right the picture. tried trap over both baths but re- 
ceive best results with one uncovered. 

Sub-station (see lower picture accompanying plate), 
also drop trap use winter and covered with shelter 
evergreen boughs protect from the snow, with the 
opening facing the house. The birds use the evergreens for 
perching and pass through them easily. Both traps are used 
spring and fall when snow but not 
They are only few feet apart, and are visited the same 
individuals. 

This permanent station, operation the year round 
except for couple weeks May and September and the 
birds are caught early morning, noon night when 
not busy with park used sparrow trap for couple 
years until was stolen, but find the drop traps the best 
for one who lives with his work and call any time. There 
the danger birds being left too long automatic trap 
away, while the drop traps act feeding stations, 
the birds passing freely and out. 

Highland Park famed for its arboretum small trees and 
shrubs from every portion the world. These furnish 
abundance bird food. Tree Sparrows are very partial 
the St. John’s worts Hypericums short distance west 
station. the hill back collection Mock Oranges 


*In “Bird Banding No. Bureau Biological Survey, June 15, 1922, attention 
is called to this water trap as follows: ‘‘We believe this is the first time (italics are mine) a 
bird bath has been used 


Bulletin the 


with Diervillas Weigelas nearby; both these 
furnish numerous seeds, which spite their small size are 
much sought after. Across Highland Avenue 
developed real estate sub-division with plenty weeds. 

can seen that this ideal location for winter resi- 
dents. The birds were attracted the station feeding 
place long before trapping was undertaken, and hence the fine 
results here are not surprising. 


Rochester, New York, June 1926 


GENERAL NOTES 


Example the Tree Swallow’s Marital Relations.— Whatever 
the may regarding the permanency mating among Tree Swallows 
bicolor), series records station Cohasset, Massa- 
furnishes clear case inconstant mating, follows: During 
June, 1925, pair, Nos. 20422 and 20423 raised brood Box 
and second brood Box Both these birds returned June, 1926, 
the female going Box where she feeding her first brood, but her mate 
this season new bird, unbanded when came. The old male, No. 
20423, behaved similarly, going Box No. for his first nest with new 
unbanded female. was interval eight between the returns 
the 1925 like think that they might have remated had 
arrived nearer together, rather than that their behaviour characteristic 
the Cohasset, Mass., June 1926. 


Catbirds and Colored Bands.—There rejoicing our Cohasset 
banding station, when, after absence seven months, the Catbirds 
return our window-shelf early May, for all the birds that come 
the traps, they are the most interesting study short range and have 
for companions. presence the feeding place, however, quantity 
expensive luxury. During the nesting season 1925, six seven 
pairs largely supported themselves seedless raisins, and each pair, fed 
raisins quantity their progeny, both the nests and for some days 
after the youngsters had left Several pairs raised two broods and 
required more raisins for them, that for several weeks the raisin con- 
sumption Catbirds and family Robins was nearly one pound 
daily. 

During June, 1925, five adult Catbirds were banded with colored bands, 
two with red bands, one the right tarsus and one the left tarsus. 
Two were banded with yellow bands. third received orange-colored 
felt confident that these colors would endure for least year, 
interest the birds’ expected return this last May was even greater 
than during other vears. With this background mind, was prepared 
for interesting events, and this what happened: May Catbird 


came the feeding-tray, followed shortly afterwards second one which 
alighted the ground trap, and one these was banded with red band 
the left and the other with red band the right tarsus—two sight 
The two birds were banded the same day (June 1925) and 
during that month they often came the station together, and this season 
they still often come the same time, and perhaps they are mates. 
day two after the appearance these two birds, third ap- 
peared, wearing yellow band—three sight returns, those banded 
with colored bands, are back again this season. 

Colored bands, addition their value investigating certain orni- 
thological problems, increase one’s interest the birds wearing them, since 


Note Rose-breasted Grosbeaks Peterboro, New Hampshire.— 
the Bulletin this Association for October 1925, the return records 
this species (Zamelodia ludoviciana) during 1925 appear page eighteen, 
the record showing that eight birds banded 1924, four, were 
1925. This season (1926) June 26th, the four returns! 
1925, two, are addition, return! during the present 
season was also banded 1924 with seven others. Hence the record shows 
that three out eight least, all males, have survived two years since 
banding, and they were least one old 1924, birds-of-the-year 
this species being banded date station. 

Male Grosbeaks visit the station each year much oftener than the females, 
and hence more them are banded. Whereas both sexes are known 
assist incubation some instances, the bands worn the males taken 
this season thus far have shown evidence polishing due rubbing 
against the eggs the nest, the case with nearly all the bands worn 
female Purple Finches during the incubation period.— Mrs. HELEN 
GRANGER WHITTLE, Peterboro, New Hampshire, June 26, 1926. 


Return Red-winged Blackbird.—I have not heard that return 
Red-winged Blackbird phoeniceus) has been reported any 
member this Association, that instance this kind should 
interest. 

1924 (July 12) male this species was trapped station 
Cohasset, Massachusetts, New England pull-string, the bait used being 
bread crumbs and grain. Nothing was heard this bird 1925, but 
June 11th, 1926, returned and was re-captured the same trap. 

station close pond about fifty acres beside which several 
pairs nest. His original entry the trap was doubtless prompted 
curiosity due observing other birds feed 
CHER, Cohasset, Massachusetts. 


Barn Swallow Returns.—I banded fifteen adult Barn Swallows 
Hirundo erythrogaster) and thirty-four fledgings 1923, ten 
eleven fledgings 1924, and ten adult and eight fledgings 1925. 
following are the returns: 


| 
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Number Banded Return 1924 Return 1925 Return 1926 
56637 May 25, 1923 May 

56639 May 28, 1923 May 

56626 May 21, 1923 May 

56627 May 21, 1923 May 

56636 May 22, 1923 May 

56629 May 21, 1923 June 

56631 May 22, 1923 July 

92527 June 16, 1924 May 

A5465 June 23, 1925 June 


A5462 June 23, 1925 


June 
June 23, 1925 


June 


These returns were all adult birds when banded. fledgings have been 
Massachusetts. 


Bird Parasites.—We hope our members will keep sharp lookout for 
all kinds found birds. Thusfarthe great majority reported 
been birds-of-the-year, although bird lice have been collected from 
adults. the time banding one often notes small flies which dart from 
the birds, usually towards the light, and which very suddenly and speedily 
return and bury themselves among the feathers. They can often coll- 
ected, especially when they are window-panes, covering with table 
glass and then between the glass and the window-pane. 
preservation and identification they should placed envelope and 
sealed small vials, and full data regarding them should 
placed the envelopes vials. should include date, 
name species from which parasites are collected, sex bird and age when 
possible, also the full name collector and the locality where taken. Ad- 
ditional notes about the behaviour the parasites when found the birds 
will parasites may easily collected two common 
stages, maggots, larvae, and mature forms, imagos. identifi- 
send soon possible, especially specimens larvae, Mr. Charles 
Johnson, Boston Society Natural History, Boylston Boston, 
Mass. Larvae should placed box containing damp moss and mailed 
soon after collection possible, with stamp 
insure fast letter-service their destination. 


Notes Baiting Myrtle Warblers.— During the Autumn 1924, 
watched the Myrtle Warblers coronata) and found that they fed 
bayberries with great relish and also that they remained about until the 
berries were gone. Acting this knowledge, gathered quantity them 
from the bushes during the fall 1925. 

Later, when the Myrtle Warblers appeared, hung these branches the 
traps and loose berries the ground. Soon after this was done 
the birds found them and readily entered all makes traps took them 
eret trap; and also No. Sparrow took 
most the twenty birds banded, however, pull-string trap. 

found rather difficult get them pass through the low exit doors 
they were bound fly the upper part the trap. They would leave 


the trap upper exit door much more readily.—A. Rock, 
Massachusetts. 
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And Now the Devil-Wagon!—Verily, the menaces civilization 
bird life move apace; they multiply. The automobile, menace 
civilization itself, proving very destructive land birds many species. 
live the country Cohasset, Massachusetts. Near house the road 
for two three hundred feet passes the edge woods, and the opposite 
side pasture having many Juniper trees. Autos speed along this high- 
way unforgivable rate. During the last two spring seasons have 
found dead and mangled birds killed them the section the road 
referred to, and others have brought such birds me. The species known 
have been killed thus far consist the Woodcock, Robin, Purple Finch, 
Yellow Warbler, and the Wood Thrush. Doubtless only part the birds 
destroyed have come attention. the State Massachusetts 
alone bird fatalities from this source doubt reach annually alarming 
total. Such destruction believe takes place the main during the court- 
ing and egg-laying period, for this season the jealous quarrels the males 
and their feverish chasing the females results total absence the 
natural caution displayed other seasons the year; intent upon their 
quarrels pursuing the females, the birds may even run over the 
road they fly heedlessly into front passing machines.—CHARLES 


Migrant Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus migrans) Banding 
small drop-side trap window-shelf, with contained 
Chickadee, was scarcely tripped (December 28, 1925) when large bird 
(in comparison with the regular visitants) flew down the trap, then flew 
about foot above and hovered whirring wings. opened the window 
scare him away but refused frightened. would merely fly 
few feet and immediately return within ten twelve inches 

then thought that might catch him throwing towel over him, but 
this plan proved unsuccessful, went outside the house. The instant 
that withdrew from the window, the Shrike alighted the trap and 
attempted strike the trapped Chickadee through the wire. ap- 
the trap from outside, the Shrike repeated the actions shown when 

was attempting frighten him away from inside the house. manoeuv- 
ering succeeded driving him through the open window into the house. 
entering, after closing the window, found him clinging window 
the opposite side the room, where caught him and placed him box 
for further study. was given cooked beef and water. The meat was 
refused, but drank much water. kept the bird over night and was 
surprised the morning find dead, was taken the Boston 
Museum Natural History, where Mr. John Smith identified 
Migrant Shrike ludovicianus migrans), male fine plumage. 

This species has been rarely taken Massachusetts. Dr. Glover 
Allen and Reginald Heber Howe (see The Birds Massachusetts 87) 
enumerated (up 1901) one nesting pair and nine records single birds. 

Dr. Allen (see ‘‘Occasional Papers the Boston Society Natural 
History No. VII, Fauna New England, List Birds,” 177) reports 
that least one pair has been known nest three other New England 
States, Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, and that this race the 
Loggerhead Shrike ‘‘very rare’’ winter Massachusetts.—Mrs. 
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Muskeget Island Banding members the 
Northeastern Bird Banding Association and others made banding expe- 
dition Muskeget Island, Nantucket Bay, Wednesday, June 16th, 
returning Boston June 20th. The personnel the party was Edward 
Forbush, Dr. John Phillips, Charles Floyd, Dr. Francis Harper, 
Herbert Warren, George Warren, and Laurence was 
the purpose the party band many Common and Roseate Terns 
possible, also Laughing and Herring Gulls, but owing the lateness the 
season none the young was ready for banding except the Herring Gulls. 
were successful placing about fifty bands the tarsi the young 
birds. Dr. Harper, Secretary the Boston Society Natural History, 
made study the Muskeget Mouse, peculiar only Muskeget Island, 
and collected number specimens. Several members this party ex- 
pect visit Muskeget Island again the first week July, when they hope 
band several thousand birds. 


Common Tern many Terns have been banded 
members this Association, recoveries returns have, the nature 
the case, been very few for the reason that members have been un- 
successful thus far trapping them. recovery young Common 
Tern (Sterna hirundo), No. 382,247, banded nestling, July 
1925, Tern Island, off Chatham, Massachusetts, has, however, just 
reported the Bureau Biological Survey. This bird was cap- 
tured April 24, 1926, some boys near Caribe, the north coast 
Venezuela. capture was reported the American Consul Trini- 
dad, British West Indies, the United States Department State. 
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Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary of a Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
tive to both adults and children.” 
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